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This is one of three presentations on the Trees of Norfolk covering:

Part 1: Broadleaf trees
Part 2: Shrubs and smaller trees
Part 3: Coniferous trees
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Coniferous trees of Norfolk

The majority of conifers growing in Norfolk have been deliberately
planted, either for ornament or to harvest as commercial forestry. Only
three species, Scots Pine, Juniper and Yew are native to Gt Britain. The
rest have been introduced, principally from mainland Europe and North
America but with some exotics from South America and the orient.
Whilst some of these species will regenerate in the wild, most are
dependent on amenity planting schemes and the cycle of commercial
forestry for their survival.

This presentation concentrates on the most distinctive of these trees,
focusing on those that have become part of the Norfolk landscape and
so might be encountered on any country walk, especially where there
are shelter belts or commercial plantations. Purely ornamental
plantings in gardens and parks are excluded.



Cedar of Lebanon
Cedrus libani

This stately tree has been widely planted in
parkland settings and in churchyards. It is a
native of the Near East, including Lebanon

and was first introduced to Gt Britain in 1650.

The picture below shows the mature male
catkins which are about 5cm long and shed
their pollen in November. The female flowers
develop over winter into large purplish-green
cones of 9-15cms (bottom).
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Western Red Cedar

Thuja plicata

Introduced to Gt Britain from western North
America, and planted for timber and ornament,
regenerating freely.

It has a reddish brown, buttressed trunk with
fibrous plates. The rather flattened foliage is
glossy and dark green above, paler beneath.

Male and female cones are borne on separate
trees.




Lawsonodos Cypress
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana

Introduced to Gt Britain from western North
America in 1854.

In Norfolk it can be found planted in both
coniferous and mixed woodlands where it
regenerates freely. There are also many
ornamental forms grown in parks and gardens.

The small 1cm cones are clustered on the
foliage.




