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Red Squirrel
Sciurus vulgaris

Common in both deciduous and coniferous woodland 

in Norfolk until the late 1970s, this species has 

suffered a catastrophic decline. Its last strongholds 

were in the Thetford Forest area, but it is now 

considered unlikely that any self-sustaining 

population survives. Any individuals seen are likely to 

be introductions, or mistaken identification of Grey 

Squirrel which can sometimes appear to have 

reddish fur, as for instance in the photograph below.

Grey Squirrel
Sciurus carolinensis

Introduced from the USA at the end of the 19th

century, subsequently spreading throughout 

lowland Britain, becoming widespread across 

Norfolk in the last 20-30 years of the 20th century. 

It is frequently seen in all forms of woodland and 

is a regular garden visitor, especially where there 

are bird feeders.  It is particularly conspicuous in 

autumn when burying nuts on the ground, and is 

a common road casualty at this time of year.

Tony Howes

Brian Macfarlane



Bank Vole
Myodes glareolus

Abundant in all forms of woodland, mature deciduous hedgerows and 

large gardens where at least some ground cover is available. Less 

common in grasslands and wetlands.  It is a common victim of domestic 

cats and may be the dominant species in Tawny Owl pellets. Food 

caches of nuts and berries may be found in burrows. Note the reddish-

brown pelage, rounded muzzle, medium-sized ears and short tail.

Field Vole
Microtus agrestis

May be abundant (>100/Ha) in rank unmanaged grassland, grassy 

field margins and roadside verges. It is more common in grassy 

wetlands than Bank Vole from which it may be distinguished by its 

greyer fur and shorter tail. It is a common victim of rural domestic cats 

and the preferred prey item of virtually all owl species and Kestrel.

Water Vole
Arvicola terrestris

Declining nationally. Most Norfolk records come from the east of the 

county, with concentrations around Norwich and the Broads. It prefers 

dense emergent vegetation alongside rivers and dykes, but also around 

still waters where its main predator, Mink, is less likely to be found. It can 

be relatively easy to see, particularly when swimming, and is often heard 

diving into water. Its burrows are at water level, and piles of green 

droppings on the bank or on tree stumps also betray its presence.
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Harvest Mouse
Micromys minutus

Widely but patchily distributed in long grassland throughout the 

county. It also utilises hedgerows, roadside verges, waste ground, 

overgrown gardens and arable crops, particularly wheat. Wetland 

habitats include reed and sedge beds where there can be densities 

of >50/Ha in autumn. Rarely seen, its characteristic spherical 

breeding nests are often the best indication of its presence. It can 

be a victim of cats and is occasionally found in Barn Owl pellets.

Wood Mouse
Apodemus sylvaticus

Abundant, though never reaching the density of voles or other mouse 

species, even in its preferred woodland habitat. It occurs almost 

ubiquitously even in habitats not favoured by other small mammals 

including arable fields, beaches and sand dunes.  It is only absent in 

urban areas or wetlands with a very high water table. Food caches of 

nuts and berries may be found in burrows and old bird nests. Note 

the large rounded ears, large eyes, pointed muzzle, whitish 

underparts and long tail.
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Yellow-necked Mouse
Apodemus flavicollis

In Norfolk this species is best known from a few sites near the Suffolk 

border, the Wheatfen reserve at Surlingham and the UEA campus in 

Norwich. Its principal habitat is mature deciduous woodland, though it 

may also be encountered in outbuildings, especially in winter. Note 

the large size, and white underparts with full yellow chest collar.

House Mouse
Mus domesticus

Can be abundant around houses, factories and farms, but is rarely 

encountered away from human habitation.  Disturbed animals scuttle 

at high speed, whereas Wood Mouse bounces with frequent 

changes of direction. It is greyer than Wood Mouse, with less 

prominent eyes and ears. It has a characteristic mousey smell.

Common Rat
Rattus norvegicus

A commensal in houses, factories and farms, this species may also 

occur in waste land, arable land especially around root crops, 

coastlines and river banks. It is rarely seen by day unless disturbed, 

but is often seen at night along roads in both urban and rural areas, 

and is a frequent road casualty. Young individuals are taken by some 

cats. Readily identified by its large size.
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Rabbit
Oryctolagus cuniculus

A very common, long standing introduction on arable 

land and grassland, especially in areas with light 

soils. It is frequently seen in groups around colonial 

burrow systems especially in late evening. Even when 

not seen, the characteristic droppings, scrapes and 

burrows betray its presence. Individuals with 

myxomatosis are often conspicuous by day.

Brown Hare
Lepus europaeus

It is usually associated with open country including 

arable land, although it may be encountered 

relatively frequently in woodland. It is most likely to 

be seen in open country in early Spring as males 

follow females, leading to male-male chasing and 

biting, and male-female óboxingô. East Anglia 

including Norfolk, is a national stronghold for the 

species.

Brown Hare in snow -Tony Howes

Tony Howes



Hedgehog
Erinaceus europaeus

Formerly very common in a variety of habitats, 

including gardens, where its presence may be given 

away at night by its noisy rustling and snuffling 

foraging activity. The distinctive shiny black droppings 

contain beetle carapaces and pieces of other 

invertebrates.  Nationally, population numbers are 

estimated to have declined by as much as 45% over 

the last 25 years.

Mole
Talpa europaea

Very common in all types of grassland and woodland, 

where its presence is all too readily confirmed by the 

characteristic óhillsô of earth excavated from its 

underground runs and burrows. There are occasional 

records of live individuals above ground, particularly in 

late summer when the young are dispersing.

Hans Watson

Tony Howes



Common Shrew
Sorex araneus

Shrews are carnivorous and may be distinguished from mice and 

voles by their long pointed snouts. Common Shrew is abundant 

in  grassland, woodland and hedgerows of all types. It is a 

common victim of the domestic cat but is rarely eaten by them. 

Note the paler fur on the flanks which helps to distinguish it from 

Pygmy Shrew.

Pygmy Shrew
Sorex minutes

Typically far less abundant than Common Shrew. Favoured habitats 

appear to be non-wooded wetlands as well as grassland. When 

found dead, it can be distinguished from Common Shrew by its small 

size and its relatively uniform brown colour which fades indistinctly 

into paler belly fur. The long hairy tail is thickened after a narrow 

base.

Water Shrew
Neomys fodiens

Although generally sighted near rivers, streams, ponds, ditches, 

reed beds and other boggy areas, it can also be found in other 

habitats, and can fall victim to domestic cats. It is normally black with 

a white belly (which is somewhat restricted in the specimen 

illustrated). It also occurs in a dark brown form with dusky underside.  

There is a keel of bristly hairs on the underside of the tail and a hairy 

fringe on the hind toes.
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